
 

 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
Contact:  TMG Communications 
                  410 920 1168  
                  tracymgriggs@gmail.com  
 
New Owners Write the Next Chapter for Historic Chesapeake Bay B&B 

Keys to Great Oak Manor Turned Over to Kent County Resident and Noted Resort Developer  

 
Chestertown, Md (June 1, 2015)  --- Once a Chesapeake Bay playground for visiting VIPs including 
John F. Kennedy and Ernest Hemingway, Great Oak Manor has a new owner. Kent County 
resident Buddy Reed and partner Mike Kuhn completed a deal in February to acquire the 
historic 12-guest room Georgian style manor built in 1938. Sited on a bluff on the banks of the 
Chesapeake Bay just eight miles from Chestertown, the manor was originally built as a private 
residence but has served as a B&B since 1946. Reed brings decades of resort and hospitality 
experience to his new venture and plans to maintain the property as a B&B and position it as a 
premiere destination for weddings, corporate retreats and group rental. “My dad was a 
Washington College graduate, and I’ve been coming to the area for years. My wife and I bought 
a home near Great Oak a decade ago – when I first saw Great Oak Manor, I was really 
impressed, and dreamed about the possibility of owning it some day,” says Reed.  “When it 
came on the market again, my partner and I jumped on the opportunity. We’re thrilled to be 
stewards of this magnificent inn.”  
 

Reed and his team have completed interior improvements, including renovating a former spa 
and pool area into an elegant lobby and atrium that provide stunning views of the Bay. The 
space is now fit for receptions and events. Ground improvements have commenced and will be 
completed by spring. Additional outdoor seating areas will feature fire pits and Adirondack 
chairs.  
   
Centrally located on Maryland’s upper Eastern Shore, pet-friendly Great Oak offers guests a 
convenient bayside location offering myriad recreational water activities - paddling around the 
bay in canoes or kayaks are popular pastimes - or visitors can dock their own boats at nearby 
Great Oak Landing Marina, a short walk from the manor. Sunset cruises are offered through 
Blue Crab Chesapeake Charters. A private beachfront below the bluff provides a secluded 
retreat to watch some of best sunsets on the bay or for a livelier time, guests can join the 
festivities at neighboring Jellyfish Joel’s, a tropical Tiki bar featuring live music on weekends or 
take in a casual meal at the marina’s restaurant. “People come to the Eastern Shore to 
experience the lifestyle,” says Reed. “The bay and region offer crabbing, fishing, hunting and 
boating which have been draws forever, but the area is also popular with nature enthusiasts 
and adventure travelers,” cites Reed who mentions the manor’s proximity to the Eastern Neck 
Wildlife refuge and the manor’s reputation as a haven for bicyclists. The Manor supplies kayaks 
and bikes for guest use. “We’re also seeing an increasing amount of food and wine travelers,” 
says Reed noting the historic property’s central location along the Chesapeake Wine Trail, 
which currently features four wineries within 20 minutes of Great Oak (with several more local 
vineyards set to launch wineries) and a dozen or more wineries located within an hour's drive. 



Reed is banking on further growth of Chestertown and Kent County’s agritourism efforts to 
draw out of area visitors. 
 
Great Oak Manor is partnering with local and regional tourism groups to spotlight the region’s 
attractions including collaboration with the Kent County Tourism office and the Downtown 
Chestertown Association to promote the town’s well-attended weekly, monthly and annual 
events like the Saturday farmer’s market, arts focused First Fridays and the Sultana Down 
Rigging weekend in November. “We bring a love of the area and decades of construction and 
hospitality experience to our new ownership of Great Oak. We look forward to becoming part 
of the local community and showcasing the best that Chestertown and the eastern shore have 
to offer,” says Reed. Reed also notes that the new web site will promote seasonal guest 
packages, feature an events page, newsletter, regular blog posts, and social media platform 
access.     
  

 Editors:  Low and hi res photos and other assets available on request. For questions or to 
schedule an interview, contact TMG Communications at 410 920 1168. 
 
About Great Oak Manor:    
The historic family-friendly Chesapeake Bay property features 12 luxuriously appointed guest 
rooms, six with fireplaces. Room amenities include private en suite bathrooms, hair dryers, high 
definition flat screen televisions, DirecTV with HBO, Wi-Fi and robes.  
 
A full hot breakfast is served daily and features seasonal fruit, fresh juices, yogurt, cereals, 
homemade baked goods and a bread station. Afternoon sweet and savory refreshments are 
also available. For those wishing to relax and enjoy the expansive lawn and gardens, guests can 
purchase picnic baskets that feature hand-crafted sandwiches, cookies, fresh fruit, beverages 
and optional bottles of wine. Special dietary needs can be accommodated upon booking.   
 
Great Oak Manor is a Select Registry property, one of just 300 quality-assured premier inns, bed 
and breakfasts, and small hotels located throughout North America.  
 
10568 Cliff Rd., Chestertown, Md., 410-778-5943;  greatoakmd.com 
 
Getting There:  
Great Oak Manor is located an hour’s drive from Wilmington, De and an hour and a half from 
Washington DC, Baltimore, Md and Philadelphia, Pa.  
 
Local Information: Nearby downtown Chestertown offers history and eighteenth- century 
architecture, shopping, and an array of dining options.  Rock Hall, widely considered to be the 
one of the pleasure boating capitals on the eastern seaboard, features waterside restaurants, 
music and arts events, and a myriad of annual festivals and celebrations.  
 

Learn more: 
chesapeakewinecountrymd.com 
chestertownfarmersmarket.net 
destinationmainstreets.com/maryland/chestertown.php 
downtownchestertown.org 
fws.gov/refuge/Eastern_Neck 
kentcounty.com/tourism 
kentcountyhistory.org 
marylandwine.com/wine-trails-interior/chesapeake-wine-trail 
rockhallmd.com/ 
selectregistry.com  
townofchestertown.com     
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